January 20, 2008
Part 3 of the “4L’s of a Well Lived Life” -
Part 2 - Living to Love”

Nehemiah 2

11 So I arrived in Jerusalem. Three days later, 12 | slipped out during the night,

taking only a few others with me. I had not told anyone about the plans God had
put in my heart for Jerusalem. We took no pack animals with us except the donkey |
was riding. 13 After dark I ... Inspect(ed) the broken walls and burned gates. ...16
The city officials did not know | had been out there or what | was doing, for | had
not yet said anything to anyone about my plans. | had not yet spoken to the Jewish
leaders—the priests, the nobles, the officials, or anyone else in the administration.
17 But now | said to them, “You know very well what trouble we are in. Jerusalem
lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild the wall of

Jerusalem and end this disgrace!”” 18 Then | told them about how the gracious

hand of God had been on me, and about my conversation with the king.
They replied at once, “Yes, let’s rebuild the wall!”” So they began the good work.

It takes effort to love.

when we are being called to a life
that’s bent on being his voice to souls that ache and his hands to people who are

dying.

Love happens because we

No longer is it their problem, their situation, their hurts.

A well lived life is all about where
God has placed us and called us to serve.

(Blanks are filled in on reverse side —>)
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It takes effort to love. You must listen before you love and you must learn be-

fore you love.

Love is not the first response God gives us when we are being called to a life
that’s bent on being his voice to souls that ache and his hands to people who are

dying.

Love happens because we stop to listen and dare to learn.

No longer is it their problem, their situation, their hurts. It is ours.

A well lived life is all about living outside of ourselves and in the world where
God has placed us and called us to serve.




